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Homecoming 2012: It’s Another First! 
b y  s h e l l e y  t h o m a s  ’ 8 9  a n D  c h r I s  c o b e y  ’ 6 7

This gala event will be held in Washington, D.C. 
beginning on Thursday, May 24, through Sunday, May 
27, 2012. Scheduled events are expected to include:

• Panels co-sponsored with the US Capitol Historical 
Society, in the Congressional Auditorium of the 
U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, including discussions 
of “firsts” and the history of the page program 
through the decades

• Tours of the House and Senate floor, led by former 
Page Members of Congress and House officers

• Tour of the Supreme Court and a possible panel/
reception co-sponsored with the U.S. Supreme Court 
Historical Society

• Tour of the Senate School/Dorm – Daniel Webster Hall
• All-classes gala Saturday dinner at the Homecoming 

headquarters hotel (Liaison Capitol Hill)

• Learn the latest about and participate in efforts to 
reinstate the House Page Program

• Class-organized reunions of “milestone” classes: 
1962 (50 years), 1992 (20 years) and other classes that 
want to convene

• Optional tour of Arlington National Cemetery before 
the Memorial Day weekend

• “Paginations: The Nation of Pages!”: A Capitol Hill 
(including the Supreme Court) trivia contest. Some 
possible examples: What was Turner Robertson’s 
middle name? Who was the first Supreme Court 
Justice from California? What 20th century U.S. 
Senator routinely signed his official letters in green 
ink – and why?

• Presentations by the official historians of the House and 
Senate, seeking your memories of your Page service

(continued on p.6)

Preparations are well underway for the first all-classes Homecoming 
including former pages of the U.S. House, Senate and Supreme Court Pages – 
from the ’40s to the present.

f e a t u r e

Save the House Page Program

world protested loudly–declaring that it was a historic 
mistake to end the 200-year-old tradition of young 
people serving in the House of Representatives.

Since the decision, the newly formed Save The 
Page Program (STPP) movement has rallied thousands 
of former pages and their supporters to express their 
disapproval by writing letters to Members of Congress, 
making phone calls, signing petitions, and lobbying 
Congress in-person on Capitol Hill. Moreover, the 
movement has helped place op-eds in nearly every 
major U.S. newspaper and has spurred on former pages 
to take to the airwaves on America’s major cable news 
networks and on radio.

The results are encouraging. STPP’s efforts have 
influenced Capitol Hill reporters to write stories about 

the decision, keeping the issue in the headlines. Members 
have written letters to their colleagues urging them to 
support the Program. And two-dozen Members  
of Congress have co-sponsored a bill, H. Res. 397, to  
restore the House Page Program. This has forced 
Congressional leaders to talk publicly about ways to 
keep young people involved in the work of the House. 

But the work is not yet done.
STPP, which is currently led by former pages in the 

Washington, D.C. area, has defined two primary goals 
for the movement: (1) restore the tradition of young 
people in the House of Representatives;  and (2) ensure 
the former Page community has a “seat at the table” 
for any decisions about how to replace, reform, or restore 
the program. (continued on p.7)

On August 8, 2011, House Speaker John Boehner and Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi announced they were cancelling the U.S. House of Representatives 
Page Program. That very same day, former Congressional pages around the
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Needless to say, the past few months have been very active ones for our alumni association. 
Not only have we been planning our first-ever all class Homecoming for Memorial Day 
weekend in May 2012 and compiling a list of all former pages of the House, Senate and Supreme 

Court for a first-ever Commemorative Directory, but we have 
also been helping to coordinate efforts to restore the House Page 
Program after the tragic decision by the House leadership to end 
the page program effective August 31, 2011.

Many of you will be receiving this newsletter as the first 
communication from our alumni association, which was formed 
in 2008 as a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization to include all men 
and women who have served as a page in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Senate and Supreme Court. One of our first tasks 
has been to compile a complete list of names of those who have so 
served their country, but this has been no easy task as there has never 
been a complete list of former pages, and what contact information 

we had was mostly out of date. Thanks to many of you who provided 
us copies of your yearbooks, email lists, Facebook pages, and with 
the help of the U.S. House, Senate and Supreme Court historians 
and librarians, we have compiled a list of well over 10,000 former 
pages who served since 1932. We are continuing to find the names 
of former pages, and request your help by sending in names and 
contact information of your page colleagues and by updating your 
information on our website: www.capitolpagealumni.org. While we 
had announced in our last newsletter that we were moving forward 
with the directory in the fall of 2011, we have decided to delay the 
beginning of the directory process in order for us to provide a more 
complete list of former pages to the directory company. 

We encourage you to attend the Homecoming Weekend in May 
2012. Our co-chairs Shelley Thomas (House ’89) and Chris Cobey 
(House ’67) have been spending a lot of time planning events and 
tours and coordinating panel discussions of former pages and others. 
Contact your page classmates and encourage them to attend the 
weekend with you and your families. We have scheduled time on 
Friday for each class to organize their own reunion activities. This 
is a great opportunity to reminisce with friends and family about a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Finally, we have been coordinating the efforts of many former 
pages to help restore the House Page Program. I want to call out 
and thank James Barnes (House ’05), Carlos de la Torre (House ’08)  
and Miles Taylor (House ’05) for their efforts to date with the Save The 
Page Program (www.savethepageprogram.org) and their work with 
Congressmen Dan Boren (Senate ’89) and John Dingell (House ’47), 
who have co-sponsored H. Res 397. There is a lot more work to do in 
order to help restore the House Page Program, which is explained in 
more detail in other articles in this newsletter. 

In the meantime, please continue to support our alumni 
association by attending the Homecoming in 2012, updating your 
own contact information and sending us the names and contact 
information for your page classmates, and watching for future 
communications from us about how you can help Save the House 
Page Program.

Thanks for your continuing support.

Letter from the President 
b y  J e r r y  p a p a z I a n  ( h o u s e  ’ 7 2 )

Jerry papazIan ’72- President
beth ambrose ’91 - 1st Vice President
bob borsarI ’58
chrIs cobey ’67 - 2nd Vice President
brenDan mccann ’99 - Secretary
Vance morrIson ’56
bIll pearD ’01 - Treasurer
Joe steWart ’53
shelley thomas ’90

The U.S. Capitol Page Alumni Association is a non-partisan, 
tax-exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit organization recognized by the 
IRS and chartered in the District of Columbia. The association 
is a network of former pages who served in the Senate, 
House, or Supreme Court during their high school years. 
Founded in 2008 by a group of former pages, the association 
currently serves over 10,000 alumni and has no affiliation 
with the U.S. Congress.

2011-2012  
Board of Directors

“The people that you meet, and the 
experience that you have, in either or both 
chambers, is such that there wouldn’t be any 
job in the world that would be comparable 
to it, and I think anybody that is assigned to 
a Page job in the House or the Senate has to 
be so fortunate that it’s hardly…hardly any 
way to describe it.”

–  Glenn Rupp, House page 1933-1936 (interview: May 3, 2005)

“The greatest resource and protection 
for the page academy can be found in 
its alumni.  Former pages now hold 
considerable power throughout the legal, 
business and media worlds.”

–  Jonathan Turley, “A Page Protection Act: The Path to Saving the 
Historic Program,” Roll Call, October 5, 2006
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The House page program has been eliminated without warning. 
The 200-year-old institution deserves better.

In summer 1977, I walked on to the floor of the House of 
Representatives for the first time as a congressional page. Pushing 
through the chamber’s heavy doors, a scared kid from Chicago, I 
found myself in the midst of a boisterous debate that had members 
and pages running in every direction. I was 15 years old, and it was 
the beginning of an experience that would shape my life as it has the 
lives of thousands of other kids over the course of nearly 200 years.

That tradition is about to end without debate or discussion.
This week, Speaker John A. Boehner (R-Ohio) and Minority 

Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco) suddenly eliminated 
the House page program without warning or consultation — 
purportedly to save $5 million a year. The decision came after years 
of offers by former pages to take over the program and generate 
private support that could put it on more solid financial footing. 
Pelosi and Boehner have both consistently ignored such proposals.

At a time when Congress and the White House are burning 
through hundreds of billions of dollars to wage three wars, it’s 
hard to believe that saving a mere $5 million is really the motive for 
ending the program. There has long been a suspicion that the House 
leadership would like to discontinue having pages for a different 
reason: to end the scandals caused by a few deranged members.

It’s true there have been problems with the program, but 
they have been due almost entirely to the members themselves, 
including some who sexually harassed or had sex with the teenage 
pages. But a program run by former pages would be a far better 
deterrent to abusive members, since we would not hesitate to 
address alleged misconduct.

Boehner and Pelosi have also said that pages are an 
anachronism and that technology has supplanted their role. Yet the 
leadership chose to simply announce the termination of a nearly 
200-year-old institution without even considering the possibility of 
changes to the role the pages play.

While it’s true that messages and documents are now usually 
transmitted electronically, carrying messages was never the sole 
role pages performed — nor the primary reason for having them. 
The page system has allowed the rising generation to be present as 
Congress debates the laws that will shape their future.

As a page, I met and worked with some of my heroes, including 
Barbara Jordan and Mo Udall. And then there came the day when 
Hubert Humphrey came to speak on the House floor. I adored 
Humphrey, and it apparently showed. A Democratic member saw 
me and said, “Jonathan, I think you deserve a seat today.”

Under the shocked eye of my supervisor, the member sat me down 
next to him to hear Humphrey. Afterward, he pushed me forward, 
past waiting members, and said “Hubert, I have someone who would 
like to say something to you, Page Jonathan Turley.” I froze, unable to 
speak. Humphrey smiled warmly, took my hand in his and said, “Well, 
Jonathan, you think about what you want to say and come by my 
office.” To my surprise, his office actually called and invited me to stop 
in. But shortly before I was to do so, in January 1978, Humphrey died.

After hearing the news late that night, I sat on the Supreme 
Court steps facing the Capitol and sobbed. A guard came to shoo 
me away, but on seeing my grief, he instead just patted me on the 
shoulder and told me to stay as long as I wanted.

Among the ranks of former pages are many who went on to 
become senators or congressmen, business leaders (including Bill 
Gates) and other successful professionals. But whatever they went on 
to do, all the former pages I know carry deep and indelible marks from 
their service — among them, a sense of idealism that doesn’t fade.

The loss of such a unique institution is hard to quantify. The 
page program doesn’t generate campaign contributions or other 
benefits that motivate members and lobbyists. But it profoundly 
affects those who participate.

One of my most lasting memories of being a page was the first 
time I was asked to raise the flag that flies above the House when 
it is in session. I climbed a rickety wooden ladder leading to the top 
of the Capitol, and there came upon a wall with the names of pages 
going back many decades. I then opened up a hatch and walked out 
on a plank no more than a foot wide to reach the flag pole. After 
focusing on not falling through the aged wood, I reached the pole 
and looked up. I was overwhelmed.

The sun had just risen over Washington, turning the sky a 
radiant red. Below me the members were resuming a loud and 
passionate debate over the neutron bomb. I stood there in the quiet 
of the morning with the flag flapping in the wind, the Washington 
monument and Lincoln Memorial stretched out before me. The 
connection I felt was not just to the pages who had stood there 
before me but to our unique republic. I felt both the raw, unlimited 
promise of a free nation and the obligation to serve it.

Congress should not end one of its most inspirational 
institutions after two centuries with less fanfare than a deleted 
earmark. The page program deserved better. It can be preserved if 
the House leadership will only give us a chance.

Jonathan Turley is a professor at George Washington Law School and 
is a former House leadership page.  
Reprinted with permission of Jonathan Turley

Save the Congressional Pages 
b y  J o n a t h a n  t u r l e y  ( h o u s e  ’ 7 8 )
a s  o r I g I n a l l y  p u b l I s h e D  I n  t h e  L o s  A n g e L e s  t i m e s ,  a u g u s t  1 1 ,  2 0 1 1 

1. Call your current Member of Congress and ask that he 
or she support H. Res. 397, the resolution to restore the 
House Page Program

2. Go to www.SaveThePageProgram.org or facebook.com/
SaveHousePages and find links to the official petition 
and a quick sample form that will allow you to send a 
message to your Member of Congress

Our supporters in the House tell us that the most effective 
way to send a message to your Member of Congress is to 
call him or her in their Washington, D.C. office and ask 
to speak with them or the staff member assigned to this 
issue. Please also sign the petition on-line and send an 
email to your Member, but a call will be most effective.

What you can do to help  
Save the House Page Program

 t u r l e y  I n  1 9 7 8  t u r l e y  t o D a y
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c u r r e n t  e V e n t s

House Page Program Decision Timeline
To view a more detailed and interactive version of this timeline  
of events, visit our website at www.CapitolPageAlumni.org

OctOber 2006
Mark Foley scandal breaks

August 9, 2011
Senate Majority Leader 

Harry Reid announces 
that Senate has no 

intention of eliminating 
its page program

JAnuAry 2007
Nancy Pelosi sworn 
in as new Speaker 
of the House

FebruAry 2007
President George W. Bush 
signs P.L. 110-2, reforming 

the composition of the 
House Page Board to 

include a former page and 
parent of a page and to 

require regular meetings

Mid 2008
House leadership contracts 
with outside consultant 
Richard Shapiro to study and 
make proposals for the House 
Page Program. The results of 
that report are sealed

LAte 2008
The House Clerk’s office 

creates a Deputy Clerk 
position to supervise 

the page program, and 
names experienced school 
administrator Maria Lopez 

to the position

JAnuAry 2011
John Boehner sworn 
in as new Speaker 

MAy 2011
Roll Call reports that neither Pelosi nor 
Boehner had yet appointed members 
to the House Page Board for the 112th 
Congress, even though board members are 
traditionally selected in January or February

June 2011
Maria Lopez resigns 
unexpectedly after less 
than two years on the job

August 1, 2011
Members of the House 

Page Board deliver 
prophetic “Farewell to 

Pages” speeches on the 
House Floor

August 8, 2011
Speaker Boehner and Minority 
Leader Pelosi announce end of 
House Page Program in a press 
release, citing cost of program 
and technology advances

“If we want to instill in  
young people a faith in 
government and a respect 
for public service and hard 
work, why get rid of the 
Page Program?”

—  U.S. News and World Report 
August 9, 2011
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septeMber 28, 2011
DC Delegate Eleanor 
Holmes Norton proposes 
the creation of a new 
page program, consisting 
of unpaid college interns 
who would serve both in 
and out of the cloakroom

septeMber 28, 2011
Voice of America-China Desk 

releases comprehensive 
story about end of the 

House Page Program to its 
audience in Mandarin

August 15, 2011
House Page Network (HPN) 
and Save the Page Program 

(STPP) organizations are 
formed; Petitions delivered 

to Speaker Boehner and 
Minority Leader Pelosi

August 22, 2011
Congressmen Boren 

and Dingell send 
letter, with 29 House 

co-signers, to Boehner 
and Pelosi asking 

for reinstatement of 
House Page Program 

MOnths OF August And 
septeMber 2011
Numerous letters to the editor 
and editorials about the end of 
the page program, including 
one written by Maureen Dowd 
and other former pages in the 
New York Times, Washington 
Post, Los Angeles Times

August 31, 2011
House Page Program 

ends after more than 200 
years of existence. House 

Page School reverts to the 
Library of Congress, House 
Page Dorm closes and last 

day of work for House 
Page School teachers and 

page supervisors

septeMber 13, 2011
Boren and Dingell introduce 

H. Res. 397, which would 
create an advisory panel to 

develop recommendations for 
re-establishment of program

septeMber 20, 2011
Pelosi announces 
program to replace 
pages with paid college 
interns in House 
Democratic Cloakroom

septeMber 23, 2011
Save the Page Program 

Day of Action – HPN 
and STPP initiate day of 

action to deliver Support 
Letter to all Members 

of Congress, and to 
coordinate submissions 

of On-line petitions 
and emails to MOCs 

supporting H. Res 397

OctOber 15, 2011
Thanks to many phone 
calls and letters by page 
alumni, Co-Sponsors  
of H. Res 397 reach 24  
in number

D a y  o f  a c t I o n  g a t h e r I n g
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• Family-oriented events
• Ongoing mentoring and networking opportunities with Pages 

young and old
• Kick back and socialize with your friends and other page alumni 

in the Homecoming hotel’s hospitality suite! Bring your Page 
memorabilia to share (especially photos) with the historians and 
other pages

Our Homecoming headquarters is The Liaison Capitol Hill Hotel, 
located three blocks from the Capitol at 415 New Jersey Avenue, 
NW, Washington, DC 200101. If you are considering joining us in 
DC for the Homecoming, make your hotel reservations now. We 
have arranged for a limited number of hotel rooms at the Liaison 
Hotel for the Homecoming dates at the substantially discounted 
group rate of $129 per night (before taxes). This rate is available 
now for a limited number of rooms and for a limited time only. 
This special rate is a small fraction of the current “rack” rate for the 
same rooms. So make your reservations now by calling the Hotel at 
(866) 233-4642 and be sure to say that you are with the US Capitol 
Page Alumni Association (Group Code: USCPAA) or you may go to 
our website – www.capitolpagealumni.org – and make the hotel 
reservations where noted. Also, be sure to confirm the Liaison’s 
reservation cancellation policy when you make your reservation.

The Homecoming/Reunions Committee of the Association 
is working hard to put the pieces into place. Your help would be 
welcome in any of the following capacities:
• Class representative. Entails seeking out your classmates, making 

sure they know of the Homecoming and available hotel space 
(at amazing rates, while it lasts), and periodically reporting back 
to the Committee on your efforts and results – persons located, 
contacted, responses. If you’re a reunion class – or just want to 
get your class together – you can set up your own reunion get-
together to take place during the Homecoming.

• Homecoming management. Helping staff the Homecoming 
registration center, assisting with operational logistics before 
and during the Homecoming.

• Become a Homecoming Sponsor. We will announce soon 
opportunities to become a sponsor for the Homecoming 
weekend. It is our intent to keep the price of the events as low as 
possible to ensure the broadest attendance as possible. Toward 

that end, we will be offering sponsorship opportunities that will 
help us offset the extra costs of the Homecoming, and to provide 
all of us some fun “extras” during the weekend.

Do you have ideas for a Homecoming activity? Scavenger hunt? 
Photo shoot for camera bugs? Trip to the National Zoo? Newseum? 
Air and Space Museum? Additional tours? Let us know what you’d 
like – and whether you can help develop the activity – and the 
Homecoming Team work to make it happen. You can reach us at 
cecobey@gmail.com or shelley.d.thomas@comcast.net.

We look forward to seeing all of you in DC next May!

CPS School Reunion 2011

Homecoming 2012: It’s Another First! 

c o n t I n u e D  f r o m  c o V e r

The USCPAA has arranged with The Capitol Hill Liaison 
Hotel for a limited number of rooms at the special rate 
of $129 per night, which is substantially discounted 
group rate. Reserve your rooms NOW by calling the 
Liaison Hotel at 866-233-4642 and mention our Group 
Code: USCPAA or by making your reservation on-line 
through our website: www.capitolpagealumni.org 
under the Homecoming tab and click on: Book your 
rooms online here. These rooms will not last long at this 
discount rate, so ACT NOW.

Make Your Homecoming  
Hotel Reservation Now!

Thursday, May 24, 2012
• Two panel presentations and reception co-sponsored by the 

U.S. Capitol Historical Society
• Arlington Cemetery pre-Memorial Day visit
• House/Senate/School floor tour (and/or Friday, May 25)

Friday, May 25, 2012
• Supreme Court tour and panel presentation
• House/Senate/School floor tour (and/or Thursday, May 24)
• Individual class reunion gatherings (to be organized by 

individual classes)
• “Paginations!” (trivia contest)
• Additional activities as arranged and developed

Saturday, May 26, 2012
• Washington, D.C. Tours
• Gala all-class Page celebration dinner
• Additional activities as arranged and developed

Sunday, May 27, 2012
• Family brunch
• Additional activities as arranged and developed

The tentative schedule:

t h e  n I n t h  a n n u a l  W a s h I n g t o n ,  D c  c a p I t o l  p a g e  s c h o o l  a l u m n I 
l u n c h e o n  W a s  h e l D  o n  o c t o b e r  1 4  a t  t h e  r o s s l y n  h o l I D a y  I n n  I n 

a r l I n g t o n ,  V a  .  t h e r e  W a s  a  r e c o r D  t u r n o u t  .  p I c t u r e  a b o V e  a r e 
l u n c h e o n  f o u n D e r  k e n  s m I t h  ( h o u s e  ’ 5 8 )  a n D  u s c p a a  p r e s I D e n t 

J e r r y  p a p a z I a n  ( h o u s e  ’ 7 2 )
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c o n t I n u e D  f r o m  c o V e r

The movement is seeking all the help it can get from former Pages 
and their friends, family, and supporters. To learn how you can 
help, please visit www.SaveThePageProgram.org or facebook.com/
SaveHousePages. There you will find many resources, including links 
to the official petition and a quick, simple form that will allow you to 
send a message to your Member of Congress. In addition, STPP urges 
all former Pages to call their Members and ask that they support  
H. Res. 397, the resolution to restore the House Page Program. 

More action is being 
planned for the coming 
months, and STPP is 
hopeful that other former 
Pages will continue to join 
the movement and build 
on the successes that have 
been achieved so far.

Save the House Page Program

Zack Stanton, House Page 2001 
( o r I g I n a l l y  p u b l I s h e D  I n  t h e  D e t r o I t  f r e e  p r e s s )

Aaron Tobias Polkey, House Page 1997 
( o r I g I n a l l y  p u b l I s h e D  I n  t h e  W a s h I n g t o n  p o s t )

In 2001, I had the honor of being a page for the U.S. House of 
Representatives – one of roughly 70 high school juniors invited to 
come and work for Congress. For a budding political junkie, it was a 
dream come true.

That first week in Washington was a blur to me – living away 
from home for the first time, the excitement of the big city, the 
adolescent anxiety of high school.

Sept. 11, 2001, was during my second week on the job. In the 
Capitol, dozens of us crouched around the TV in the cloakroom, 
watching the news unfurl. Dazed, I walked out to the vacant 
House floor, absorbing the news as I soaked in my surroundings: 
the paintings of Washington and Lafayette, the House mace, the 
American flag behind the speaker’s chair. I started to cry. 

All of which makes the decision to end the 200-year-old 
tradition of the House pages – which endured through the Civil 
War, world wars, the Depression and plenty of scandals – especially 
heartbreaking for me.

Every class of pages forms exceptionally close friendships. 
Ours especially so, as we relied on each other as a family after 9/11. 
Inasmuch as such a thing as a melting pot exists in America, the 
page program is perhaps its fullest realization.

Here, you have kids from every walk of life – the son of a 
Nicaraguan immigrant who works in a dairy factory, the daughter 
of a powerful attorney in Pennsylvania, a middle-class kid from 
Macomb County – who get to know one another and not just 
become friends, but share an enduring bond.

The page program, which has quietly gone about its business 
for two centuries, has been cut because House leaders can’t justify 
the expense. But I’m concerned that the decision was more political 
than it was financial – motivated by bipartisan fears of another 
scandal exposed by the program.

This is especially sad, because the program’s demise realistically 
will do nothing to prevent scandal, just perhaps make it less likely 
that such scandals ever come to light.

I plan to reunite with some of my fellow pages in Shanksville, 
Pa., to mark 10 years since the 9/11 attacks and pay our respects 
to the heroes of Flight 93, who downed their plane and saved 
countless lives (mine and my classmates’ included). The elegiac 
backdrop in which we’ve agreed to meet guarantees that our 
reunion will be wistful; the death of a program we all held dear will 
make it that much more so.

It was common for House pages to imagine themselves as 
members of Congress. Why wouldn’t we? Pages were permitted to 
casually stroll through layers of security into our ornate workspace –  
the very chamber where wars were declared and two presidents 
were impeached.

Pages often brought family and friends on tours of the House 
floor. We’d point out the bullet holes from the 1954 shooting by 
Puerto Rican nationalists (and recount how brave pages carried away 
wounded lawmakers). Our visitors would stand in the spot where 
someone annually announces, before the State of the Union address, 
“Mr. [or Madame] Speaker, the president of the United States.”

During my time as a page in 1997, my ego was astronomically 
stroked the day I was asked to speak on the House floor to a large tour 
group of students. As I stood in the well of the House carrying on about 
my splendid life as a page, I was certainly convinced that I had arrived.

After my remarks, the first question came from a chaperone, 
who confidently asked: “Is your mom named Sylvia?”

I was crestfallen. How dare she ask me, an imaginary member of 
Congress, about the identity of my mother? In retrospect, I’m glad 
she brought things back down to Earth.

The chaperone indeed knew my mother, who had recently 
retired as a special-education teacher in Charleston, S.C. In her own 
childhood, my mother was forced to walk by white schools to attend 
her separate and unequal black school. Until someone casually 
suggested that I apply, I had never heard of the page program or 
visited Washington. My participation was not a matter of patronage 
or privilege. But somehow I was there. And after my little speech, my 
mother’s name was uttered in the very room where Lyndon Johnson 
once said, “We shall overcome.” That’s as American as it gets.

Special Memories of Two Former House Pages
m e m o r I e s

“I would not be who I am without the House 
Page Program. It was never about delivering 
papers as cheaply as possible. It was about 
instilling civic virtue in the next generation, 
which is why it survived a Depression, two 
World Wars and a Civil War.”

–  Ken Archer, House page 1990-1991



c a p I t o l  c o u r I e r

Support the U.S. Capitol Page Alumni Association

to our 10,000 member database of 
former pages and will receive a discount 
for registration at our upcoming 2012 
Homecoming weekend.

We ask that you also consider a 
donation to the alumni association to help 
support the efforts of the association as 
we continue to build our infrastructure 
as well as support the efforts to restore 
the House Page Program. You can become 
a Life Member of the Association with a 
cumulative gift of $500 or more. Listed on 
this page are the names of page alumni 
who have become Life Members of the 
alumni association.

Finally, please consider becoming a 
sponsor of our Homecoming Weekend in 
2012. When you receive your invitation for 
the weekend, you will be asked to become 
a financial sponsor to help us offset the 
costs of the weekend and to help support 

some of the “extras” we hope to provide 
to those who attend. It is our intent to 
keep the cost of the weekend as low as 
possible so that as many former pages can 
attend and participate. More on this in 
the Homecoming invitation which will be 
mailed early next year.

The U.S. Capitol Page Alumni 
Association is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
organization and our Federal Tax ID 
Number is 26-3080785.

Please consider joining or renewing your membership in the 
USCPAA. The cost is $50 per year and $25 per year for those 
under 30 years of age. Members of the association have access 

c o n t r I b u t e

US Capitol Page  
Alumni Association
p o  b o x  1 5 1 1 2
W a s h I n g t o n ,  D c  2 0 0 0 3

m a I l I n g  a D D r e s s

A special thank you to the men and 
women below who have become 
Life Members of the US Capitol Page 
Alumni Association.

chrIs cobey (House 1967)
Don karp (House 1953)
DreW neWsome (Senate 1991)
John nIne (Senate 1954)
Jerry papazIan (House 1972)
mIchelle bIllIg patron (House 1991)
ken smIth (House 1958)
Jack spaIn (Senate 1956)
sarah speakman (House 1990)
mIchael stanton (House 1991)
Joe steWart (Senate 1953)

USCPAA  
Life Members

“It is a shame that, to save 
a few dollars, Congress has 
forgotten that this is where 
political dreams start.”

–  Amanda Marshall  
Summer page 1995 and NBC Producer


